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Agenda No  

AGENDA MANAGEMENT SHEET 

 
Name of Committee Stratford on Avon South Joint Committee  
Date of Committee 25 September 2008 
Report Title Investigations for the Upgrading of Lucy’s 

Mill Footbridge, Stratford-upon-Avon 
Summary Two feasibility reports have shown the upgrading of 

Lucy’s Mill Footbridge not to be feasible. 
For further information 
please contact 

Mushtak Ahmed 
Section Engineer 
Tel. 01926 418191 
Mushtakahmed@warwickshire.gov.uk 
  

 
 
 
 
  

Would the recommended 
decision be contrary to the 
Budget and Policy 
Framework? 

Yes/No 

Background Papers Feasibility reports dated November 2006 and March 
2008. 

 
  
 
CONSULTATION ALREADY UNDERTAKEN:-  Details to be specified 
 
Other Committees  ..........................................................................  
   Local Member(s) 
(With brief comments, if appropriate) X Councillor R Hyde Councillor M Perry 
   Other Elected Members  ..........................................................................  
   Cabinet  Member 
(Reports to The Cabinet, to be cleared with 
appropriate Cabinet Member) 

 ..........................................................................  

   Chief Executive  ..........................................................................  
   Legal X I Marriott – comments incorporated. 
   Finance  ..........................................................................  
   Other Chief Officers  ..........................................................................  
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District Councils  ..........................................................................  
   Health Authority  ..........................................................................  
   Police  ..........................................................................  
   Other Bodies/Individuals  ..........................................................................  
   
 
 
FINAL DECISION  YES/NO (If ‘No’ complete Suggested Next Steps) 

 
SUGGESTED NEXT STEPS : 
 Details to be specified 
 
Further consideration by 
this Committee  ..........................................................................  
   To Council  ..........................................................................  
   To Cabinet  ..........................................................................  
   To an O & S Committee  ..........................................................................  
   To an Area Committee  ..........................................................................  
   Further Consultation  ..........................................................................  
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Agenda No  

 
Stratford on Avon South Joint Committee  

25 September 2008 
 

Investigations for the Upgrading of Lucy’s Mill Footbridge, 
Stratford-upon-Avon 

 
Report of the Strategic Director for 

Environment and Economy 
 

Recommendation 
 
That the Committee notes the findings of two feasibility reports completed in 
November 2006 and March 2008 on the upgrading of Lucy’s Mill Footbridge and that 
the result of the further investigation referred to in 2.6 is reported to the next meeting 
of this Committee. 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 Over the last two years or so there has been local interest in the upgrading of 

Lucy’s Mill Footbridge. 
 
1.2 Options to refurbish or replace this footbridge were investigated in feasibility 

studies carried out in November 2006 and again in March 2008 respectively. 
See Appendix A. 

 
2. Summary of the Findings of the Two Feasibility Studies 
 
2.1 The Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA) has the effect of requiring the 

refurbished bridge to be constructed so as to be useable by people with 
disabilities, subject to certain exceptions broadly concerned with what is 
reasonably possible and lawful.  

 
2.2 Guidance on the application of this Act is provided in ‘Inclusive Mobility’, a 

document produced by the Department for Transport.  This document indicates 
that DDA compliant access/egress gradients to public facilities should not be 
greater than 1 in 20. 

 
2.3 Since the footbridge would be some 3.1 metres above the river water level for 

adequate flood clearances this will require approximately 60m long approach 
access ramps at a gradient of 1 in 20. 
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2.4 The conclusion of both feasibility reports is that the upgrading of Lucy’s Mill 
Footbridge is not feasible. 

 
2.5 Both the 2006 and 2008 studies show that whilst it is possible to provide a DDA 

compliant access onto the footbridge from the East river bank, a similar DDA 
compliant access to the footbridge cannot be provided on the West bank (see 
drawing numbers 3.3/334/2/1 and 3.3/334/2/2 in Appendix A) without 
encroaching onto privately owned land. 

 
2.6 In order to construct a DDA compliant access on the West bank, the footprint of 

the approach ramp would impinge on privately owned properties and land. 
Compulsory Purchase Orders (CPO) could be made to acquire the necessary 
private land for the West ramp and hence upgrade Lucy’s Mill Footbridge.  A 
CPO interferes with human rights and must be justified by a compelling case in 
the public interest.  However, in recognition of concerns that the bridge is not 
currently accessible to disabled persons, it is proposed that further investigation 
is carried out into the related questions whether the bridge could lawfully be 
constructed without meeting accessibility standards and the likely success of a 
CPO and progress reported to the next meeting of this Committee. 

 
 
 
 
PAUL GALLAND 
Strategic Director for Environment and Economy 
Shire Hall 
Warwick 
 
8 September 2008 
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